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General Government, the Constitution would be freed in all
future time from further hazards to its authority, or the neces-
sary assertion of that authority might have to be undertaken at
some future period amid the perils and sufferings of civil war.
What part "Mr. Webster acted in this emergency, what were hi?
opinions respecting the steps that ought to be taken, and the
attitude in which the Government ought to be left in reference
to this whole subject, must now be explained.

In November, 1S32, a State convention assembled at Co-
lumbia, in South Carolina, and adopted an ordinance declaring
the revenue laws of the United States to be null and void
within the limits of that State; and making it the duty of the
Legislature to pass such State laws as would be necessary to
carry the ordinance in question into effect from and after the
1st of February, 1833. The Legislature assembled on the 27th
of November, and the Governor laid before them the ordinance
of the convention, now become " a part of the fundamental law
of South Carolina." In his message, he said that " the die has
been at last cast, and South Carolina has at length appealed to
her ulterior sovereignty as a member of this confederacy, and
has planted herself on her reserved rights. The rightful exer-
cise of this power is not a question which we shall any longer
argue. It is sufficient that she has willed it, and that the act
is done; nor is its strict compatibility with our constitutional
obligation to all laws passed by the General Government,
within the authorized grants of power, to be drawn in question,
when this interposition is exerted in a case in which the com-
pact has been palpably, deliberately, and dangerously violated.
That it brings up a conjuncture of deep and momentous inter-
est is neither to be concealed nor denied. This crisis presents
a class of duties which is referable to yourselves. You have
been commanded by the people, in their highest sovereignty, to
take care that, within the limits of this State, their will shall
be obeyed. . . . The measure of legislation which you have to
employ at this crisis is the precise amount of such enactments
as may be necessary to render it utterly impossible to collect,
within our limits, the duties imposed by the protective tariffs
thus nullified.'3 He proceeds : " That you. shall arm every
citizen with a civil process, "by which he may claim, if he